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[image: D:\Users\mjhasley\Desktop\Specialist Folder\Community Service\Community Service 2GreenBMP.bmp]Henrico County Public Schools has a Community Service Learning program for students in grades 6 – 12.  These students may participate in voluntary assignments and activities to serve organizations as well as individuals within the community.  Students in grades 6 – 8 and grades 9 – 12 have different criteria.  Middle School students can receive school based certificates for completing hours in the range of 1 – 10, 11 – 20, and 21+ hours.  High School students can receive a special seal on their diplomas and notation on their transcripts for serving a required number of hours.  Students in the graduating Class of 2012 only need 50 hours, while students beginning with the Class of 2013 need 80 hours during their 9 – 12 years.  Hours from middle school do not carry over from year to year, but high school hours do carry over.

The goal of community service is to enhance the quality of life within the student’s school and community.  Community Service Learning combines instruction, 21st Century Skills, and voluntary participation in supporting activities or obtaining contribution of goods.

Beginning in 2011, HCPS students will use a new form to record community service.  The new form allows for students to record seven different instances of any community service performed instead of getting seven different forms.  Furthermore, this document serves as pre-approval.  While many activities do count for community service, there are some activities that do not.  A detailed list can be found at http://henrico.k12.va.us/instruction/Secondary/index.html.  By signing this form, parents/guardians are acknowledging that their student can perform community service to earn a special seal on his or her diploma and that some activities are not allowed.

In summary, students must volunteer for a school, a non-profit agency, or help an individual who cannot help themselves.  Activities tied to a grade, some sort of compensation, or a school sport or club does not count.  The most common question is volunteer opportunities related to a religious organization.  If the activity serves a community function (e.g. camps, feeding programs, after school or summer care) these can count.  If the activity is related to teaching religious doctrine or performing in a religious service, these hours would not count.  If you have any questions, please see the Community Service Leader of each school.  

The risk has always been that students will volunteer for an organization only to find out later that it did not qualify within HCPS guidelines.  We are trying to minimize this occurrence with this new form and procedure.  All final decisions for approval will be made by the Secondary Social Studies Specialist.

Please check off and sign below to acknowledge the terms of community service, including any location where community service may be completed.


____  I acknowledge that my son or daughter will be performing community service and understand that some community service activities may not qualify for a community service seal.


__________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

__________________________________________________________
Student Signature

__________________________________________________________
Student Printed Name (Print Clearly)
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