POSITION STATEMENT #1:

The Virginia PTA supports virtual and online schools designed to provide alternative learning opportunities for students in surrounding school districts insofar as those virtual schools do not divert funds or resources from localities. Virtual and online schools should comply with Virginia’s Standards of Accreditation. 

Rationale:
On-line programs and “Virtual Schools” are different. A school division may offer an on-line course that targets a specific need in that division and supplements their current programs. Virtual Schools are on-line academies that a student would enroll in full-time. They would not attend a traditional bricks and mortar public school; all of their courses would be taught on-line. The school division that establishes the contract with the provider operates these Virtual Schools. Students enrolled in these virtual schools are considered students in the county or city that provides the Virtual School. For instance, a Fairfax County Public School student enrolled in a Virtual School offered through Carroll County Public Schools would be considered a Carroll County Public School student. 
Because the state of Virginia continues to invest in its technological infrastructure, state-of-the-art environments are now created in which virtual and online schools can thrive. These virtual schools are now capable of offering Virginia's alternative student population opportunities for exceptional education outside of the traditional classroom.
Research shows that online and virtual education can be beneficial to various groups of students including those with disabilities. The VAPTA supports initiatives dedicated to providing all students the educational opportunities necessary to meet and exceed their individual needs.
As these schools become available statewide and students from one school district can enroll full-time in a Virtual School in a different school district, care must be taken to protect funding for traditional public schools. Currently, funding formulas to these “Virtual Schools” are the same as traditional “bricks and mortar” buildings. We must ensure that the Virtual Schools are funded at their true costs. Funding for building construction, buses, and other costs associated with traditional schools should not be allocated to the providers of a virtual school. Online and virtual schools must not negatively impact the regular public school programs through diversion of funding. They must include health and safety standards for all students. They must be nondiscriminatory and offer equal educational opportunities for all enrolled students.
